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STRATA TITLES ACT — REFORM 

Statement by Minister for Lands 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Lands) [2.03 pm]: Welcome back, Mr Speaker! 

Western Australia needs flexible and sustainable housing developments to meet the needs of its growing 
population. The state government is meeting this challenge by reforming Western Australia’s Strata Titles Act 
1985. Reforms to the act will give developers and homeowners more options with the introduction of two new 
forms of strata. The first new strata, community title schemes, will allow for multiple strata-titled schemes on 
one land parcel, or in one building, under an overarching body corporate. This will facilitate developments with 
multiple uses—such as restaurants, offices, residential and retail developments—in one overall scheme and in 
a much easier way than it is done now. The second new strata, leasehold strata schemes, will give landowners 
the ability to enter into long-term lease arrangements of between 21 and 99 years and buyers the ability to 
acquire a long-term lease of a strata lot. 

There will be more protections for strata buyers because they will receive clearer information about strata 
schemes, including details about levies, strata manager contracts, insurance and funds held by the strata 
company. Strata managers and strata management companies will be more accountable to owners and will be 
required to meet key duties and obligations. We will establish professional standards for strata managers, which 
can be used as an assessment tool for people who live in strata complexes. The State Administrative Tribunal 
will be given more powers to resolve strata disputes, which will cut red tape and potentially save long, protracted 
and expensive cases going to the Supreme Court. The reforms will provide a mechanism for a strata scheme to 
be terminated if the clear majority of owners wish to do so. A termination proposal will be able to be considered 
for schemes with four or more strata units if 75 per cent of owners agree to do so. This will not only encourage 
housing development but also help Western Australians who are living in deteriorating buildings that are losing 
value and may be unsafe because a minority of owners do not wish to sell. There will be safeguards in place. 
Termination proposals will not go ahead without a fairness review by the State Administrative Tribunal. Five out 
of every six people who responded to Landgate’s consultation paper about strata reforms supported termination 
of schemes by majority vote. 

These reforms follow an extensive consultation process over a two-year period, which concluded with a public 
consultation paper as well as a publicity campaign involving advertising across media outlets, social media and 
articles in key publications. Landgate considered all the feedback it received and prepared these reforms, which 
will ensure that there are better housing options to meet Western Australia’s future needs. The Strata Titles Act 
has not been revised since the Court–Cowan government. These important reforms are now being drafted, with 
a bill expected to be presented to Parliament during the second half of 2016. 
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